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Addressing Prison Overcrowding
The criminal justice issue of choice is prison overcrowding. America is a vast and culturally diverse nation. Diversity has its positives but also has its negatives, such as increased crimes. For instance, the U.S is the leading country in relation to incarcerations despite a drastic decline in crime over the last two decades (AAC, 2019). Prisonpolicy.org, a private institution that promotes policy reform, revealed that in 2016, the U.S had over 2.3 million prisoners in 7000 incarceration facilities (AAC, 2019). This is a clear sign of overpopulation despite decreased crimes. To some people, overpopulation is a positive sign of a working criminal justice system; however, researchers and interested groups have noted that overpopulation is a failure of criminal justice policies. Existing criminal policies should be reviewed to reduce the incarceration rate, which will, in turn, reduce prison overcrowding. This paper discusses the role of different stakeholders in criminal justice reform and analyzes why prison overcrowding is an issue in the U.S and why it should be given precedence in reforming.
Key Stakeholders in Criminal Justice Policy Reform
Executive: the critical stakeholders in the executive include the president, governor, and agency head. A president has a substantial influence over the course of the criminal justice system. The president ensures that the justice system is highly effective and practices fairness (Clear, 2007). The president should, thus, ensure that a criminal pays for his/her debt to society and on the other hand, has a second chance in society. The presidents should oversee criminal justice policies, for instance, should ensure control of the population of prisoners in the incarceration facilities by compelling the decision-makers to work on such policies. Second, governors' role in criminal justice policy-making is compelling the state agencies to work on crucial policies. For the subject in question, governors can push the state agencies to get the best solutions to reduce prison overcrowding. Third, agency heads can improve criminal justice policies by putting forth legislative agendas that are suitable for the state or the federal in general (Clear, 2007). This can be done through conducting intense research such as garnering public opinions of reducing overcrowding of prisons through cut-down jail terms on minor crimes. Therefore, the executive, headed by the president, has a crucial role in shaping the direction of criminal justice policies and thus ensuring the profound impact of reformed policies in the country. 
Legislature: criminal justice policies are found at state and federal levels. At the state level, criminal justice decision-makers are committed to addressing issues at state boundaries (Guetzkow, 2015). In the U.S, state and local prisons are highly overcrowded. To address this issue, the states, for instance, can expand the Judges' discretions to allow them to reduce incarceration rates. For instance, drug offenders should serve short jail sentences. On the flip side, federal criminal justice is mandated with issues in more than two states or crimes affecting federal property (Guetzkow, 2015). Prison overcrowding is, thus a federal issue. The criminal justice should research thoroughly on feasible approaches to reduce overcrowding to ensure that all prisons meet the set population standards.
Interest groups: community groups are critical to criminal justice reforms. They help in either private or collaborative research (Clear, 2007). For instance, for the subject in question, interest groups can assess different prisons to see whether they are overcrowded. In addition, community groups can provide insights on the right policies or where to make amendments on the existing policies.
Media: In the current era of the digital technology, media is arguably the greatest persuasive platform in the globe. It is the primary source of crime information to the public. In addition, it creates a forum for public discussion and also discloses punitive policies (Guetzkow, 2015). Thus, be creating awareness to the public and allowing their opinions as well as unmasking corrective policies, the media remains as a crucial stakeholder in the efforts of reducing overpopulation in prisons. 
Presenting the Issue in Question
As a campaigner for reduced population in U.S jails, I believe that sentencing policies have played a significant role in jails overcrowding. For instance, according to the UN, the U.S has about 5% of the global population and worryingly, 25% of global prisoners (AAC, 2019). The average cost required to maintain a prisoner for a year is approximated as $21,006 a year (AAC, 2019). According to the Bureau of Justice Statistics, half of the U.S prisoners are related to drug offences. With the high cost of maintaining prisoners, overpopulation emerges as a critical factor leading to poor prison conditions in the U.S. Also, overcrowding in U.S prisons is the biggest threat facing prison systems and the consequences can start from hindering prisons from executing their functions effectively to even causing the death of the prisoners. Prison overcrowding largely results from ineffective criminal justice policies as opposed to a common fallacy by criminal justice practitioners that overcrowding is caused by increase of crime rate (AAC, 2019). Criminal justice decision-makers have largely emphasized on bringing criminals, regardless of their level of crime, to justice, subsequently skyrocketing prisoners in the prison facilities. The reason that I believe criminal justice decision-makers should reform the prison policies is because overcrowding in U.S prisons is undermining the feasibility of prisons to meet essential human needs such as accommodation, healthcare, and food.
Additionally, it dents the effectiveness of rehabilitation programs, education, and vocational programs as well as the provision of recreational activities. Moreover, overcrowding results in reduced privacy among prisoners, consequently exacerbating mental health issues (Guetzkow, 2015). Other issues that arise due to overcrowded prisons include increased rates of violence within prisons, suicide, and self-harm. The consequences of overcrowding are, therefore, life-threatening and hence creating an urgent necessity for criminal justice decision-makers to put it as a forefront issue in criminal justice policies reform. The media should disclose the ineffective policies applied by the criminal justice in sentencing prisoners in the U.S, in particular, the drug offenders to compel criminal justice to reform sentencing policies. 
Conclusion
Overcrowding is clearly an issue that if not addressed, will deteriorate the lives of prisoners and also detriment the rehabilitation system. As a result, prison systems will lose their roles and recidivism rate escalate higher. To avert this trend, reform of the criminal justice system in relation to sentencing becomes a necessity. All criminal justice stakeholders should craft sentencing policies that ensures minor offenders undergoes a short-jail term or are under parole. The media also has a role to play in creating awareness and disclosing punitive criminal justice policies. Therefore, to ensure policies have a profound impact, in particular, reducing recidivism rate, criminal justice practitioners should craft policies that ensure prison systems are effective in offering rehabilitation process; the effectiveness of prison is highly attributed to a controllable number of prisoners.
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